
  

 
 
 

Biography 
 

Benson - Peter Theodore Benson Jr. (1891-1963) 
 
Father: Benson - Peter Theodore Benson Sr. (1862-1910) - from Farsund, Norway 
Mother: Nellie P. Johnson (1855-1925) - from Gotteberg, Sweden 
Birth Date: January 9, 1891 
Born at: Gloucester, Massachusetts 
 
Spouse Name: Gatcomb – Gertrude Katherine (Gatcomb) Benson (1889-1982) 
Spouse Parents: Gatcomb - James Y. Gatcomb (c.1861-1936) and Higgins – Katherine Gertrude 
(Higgins) Gatcomb (1861-1933) 
Wedding Date: October 7, 1916 
Wedding Place:  
 
Occupation: Fish Peddler – Handyman – Farmer - Seaman 
 
Childhood Home:  
George Edward Sanford House 
Peter Theodore Benson Sr. House 
Seawall Farm 

ME – SWH – Seawall Road - 506 
 
Home: 
George Edward Sanford House 
Peter Theodore Benson Sr. House 
Seawall Farm 

ME – SWH – Seawall Road - 506 
  
Death Date: November, 1963 
Death Place: Boston, Massachusetts 
Cemetery: 
 
See: 
George Delorin Atherton House 
ME – SWH – Maple Lane – 015-017 
ME – SWH – Clark Point Road - 057 
 
Vessels: 
 
In 1981 Captain Peter Benson Sr.'s grandson, William "Bill" Valentine Benson (1917-1997) wrote a 
brief history of the house and Benson family from which most of the information below is taken. 



  

 
On October 7, 1916 Peter Benson, II married Gertrude Katharine Gatcomb,(1889-1962), daughter 
of James Y. Gatcomb and Katherine Gertrude (Higgins) Gatcomb, a summer visitor to Southwest 
Harbor. Katherine Gatcomb of the Boston area was a concert pianist, a well-known tennis player, 
world traveler and a very attractive woman. 
 
"Peter was a fish peddler, general handyman and sometimes worked on fishing vessels. He was 
ambitious and hard-working [but] their elopement caused a great social stir. They moved to 
Seawall and lived there along with Peter's mother, who died a short time later. In the meantime 
plans were made to enlarge the house and my mother's uncle made them a wedding present of 
the addition in 1917. The work was done by Stillman Dolliver (1862-1942) of Manset." 
 
Peter and Katharine had six children:  William, Frances, Katharine, David, Peter III & Margery. 
William says that "the Bensons practiced the work ethic and we all had our jobs. When I went to 
school my father had progressed to the point of buying... land, owning a general store and a 
succession of boats and was a well-known Yankee trader. I had to milk cows, care for a big garden 
...We heated the house with wood which we cut on the back lots and it took about thirteen cords 
to get us through a year. The land my father bought encompassed almost three hundred acres. He 
bought it from George Kent(1866-1949) for $3500 and paid it off at the rate of $500 every six 
months. The land today is part of [Acadia] National Park, the Seawall beach, many residences, a 
store and Annabelle's restaurant [Seawall Dining Room --now closed.]  
 
"On the homestead we grew turkeys commercially, we had hens, pigs, cows, dogs, cats and my 
father even tamed a wildcat. Frequently we would go out at sunset and shoot partridge for 
partridge stew, which was delicious. From the land and sea there was readily available plenty of 
deer and short lobsters for our table....My father and [my brother] Peter built boats in the shop 
out back. When Peter finally went off on his own he was and is an accomplished boat builder. 
 
"...The house was always a warm and comfortable haven for all our good and bad times. To my 
knowledge no one ever died there. There were two fires. One I set in the kitchen as a little boy 
when I got my hands on some matches. The other was in the attic. My father was out fishing in 
front of the house and saw the smoke wafting up from the house but he was helpless to do 
anything about it. The fire department came and put it out and my mother kept on working on a 
cake in the kitchen while they were doing it. She said there wasn't anything she could do about it 
and the men were doing a fine job. 
 
"It's a great old house...It was sold out of our family in 1973 for $38,000.  I hope it is half as great a 
life experience for those coming after...as it was for us.” 
 
Author: Charlotte R. Morrill 
Date: 2016 
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